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ABSTRACT

This research aimed 1) to study the concept of strengthening the religious
heirs with the principle of social welfare, 2) to develop the model for strengthening
the religious heirs with the principle of social welfare, and 3) to create a manual on
the model for strengthening the religious heirs with the principle of social welfare. The
research tools used for data collection were interview form, followed by descriptive
content analysis.

The research results revealed that concept of strengthening the religious heirs
with the principle of social welfare, the term of ‘religious heirs” meant monks and
novices who had been ordained correctly according to the Dhamma and Vinaya for
maintaining the religion in terms of theory, practice, and realization, and then
propagating the principles of the Dhamma to people. In addition, it meant the four
groups of Buddhists consisting of Bhikkhus (including novices), Bhikkhunis, Upasaka, and
Upasika who were important partners in preserving and continuing Buddhism by
performing the duties according to their own roles. Collectively, they were called
Buddhamamaka. The strength of religious heirs with the principle of social welfare
involved the organizing of the summer novice ordination project every year. The
continuing of religious heirs in Buddhism was the ordination for studying which was the
heart of developing the human resources to be physical and mental perfection through
inspiring the youths to enter the saffron robes. In order to create a stable religious heir,
cooperation of all parties to practice together and coordination of unity by monks’
leaders in driving the movement were the creation and presentation of the
characteristics of being a religious heir.

The research results were found that the development of model for
strengthening the religious heirs with the principle of social welfare, in terms of
education, comprised of participation in organizing academic conferences for specific
groups, exhibition of student work, activity for enhancing the learning skills of students
at each level, and support of students to participate in Dhamma practice on important
occasions such as the Dhamma practice in honor of His Majesty the King. In terms of

safety, it comprised of life insurance for students by school, demonstration of fire



prevention, demonstration of basic first aid, opening of a savings account for students.
In terms of supporting factors, it comprised of scholarships for the Dhamma studies,
Pali studies, and general education divisions, and higher education levels, including
supporting scholarships for educational personnel of the school who were teachers
and staffs to gaining higher education at the master’s and doctoral degrees. In terms
of the four necessities, it comprised of shops for learning equipment to suit for monks,
nursery, and kitchen for morning and lunch meals.

For suggestions, the researchers' data collection in the area, it was found
various problems. Therefore, it summarized in the following findings:

1) Problems with the number of students’ decreasing, not according to the
specified criteria,

2) Problems with the budget, lack of budget to support learning equipment,
and various activity projects or the four necessities which sometimes do not launch as
scheduled,

3) Problems with management, due to the minimum of students at the
Buddhist schools, a few personnel to manage the school, gaps in helping each other
to think and manage in every dimension to be the Sangha’s supplementary force and
context.

From the aforementioned problems, the researchers jointly proposed solutions
to the problems with personnel of the Buddhist schools in each area as follows:

1) Providing welfare for parents, whose have an influence on the decision of
the youths to ordain, because they were the ones closest to the children. It was the
providing of welfare to parents monthly. Most novices who ordained came from poor
family backgrounds. The novices who had the opportunity to study also could ease
the burden on their parents.

2. Launch of a journal into the TCl or other database for creating value, which
was an academic journal to support the publication of academic articles, research
articles or other academic works such as landscaping center for learning Buddhism, art,
culture, or tradition, which were the way to earn a budget in different way of general

educational institutions.



3. To creation a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with various agencies,
to create academic cooperation with educational institutions, especially the Basic
Education Area Office and the Secondary Education Area Office, and cooperation with
local administrative organizations in performing the holistic operations in all
dimensions. This creates new knowledge, which can be summarized as the “PLC
MODEL” as follows:

1. P=parental involvement: Parental involvement in youth education, in
providing comprehensive welfare to all stakeholders in education management.

2. L=learning center: Organizing schools as learning centers for all learning
groups in the form of exhibitions, presented in the form of appropriate technological
innovations.

3. C=Collaboration: Working closely together, sharing ideas and resources with

various organizational units.

Keywords : Religious Heir, Welfare
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