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Abstract

This research aims to: (1)analyze the inscriptions and artistic works found in
ordination halls (ubosot) and assembly halls (vihara) based on the royal initiatives of
King Mongkut (Rama IV); (2) examine the Buddhist doctrines and narratives reflected in
these inscriptions and artistic works within the context of King Mongkut’s royal
ideology; and (3) explore King Mongkut’s approach to propagating Buddhist teachings
and narratives, as evidenced in the inscriptions and artistic works within these sacred
spaces.

This study employs a qualitative research methodology, utilizing primary
sources such as historical documents contemporary to King Mongkut's reign, as well as
secondary sources comprising scholarly studies from both past and present. These
textual sources are analyzed in conjunction with inscriptions and artistic evidence
created under the king’s directives.

The research findings indicate that the inscriptions and artistic works produced
under King Mongkut’s royal initiatives are characterized by a distinctive interpretation
of the Tipitaka, which is conveyed through both textual and visual representations.
These works align with the principles of realism and humanism, emphasizing rationality
and causality while rejecting idealized or supernatural elements. The primary audience
of these representations was Buddhist monks, whom the king sought to educate in
authentic Buddhist doctrines so they could effectively disseminate them to the general
public. Consequently, the inscriptions and artistic elements within the ordination halls
and assembly halls serve as clear reflections of King Mongkut’s methodology in

propagating Buddhism.

Keywords: Buddhist propagation, King Mongkut, Inscriptions, Fine art
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